MERICANS  have  always  been  foremost 
as  advocates  of  popular  education  and 
have  been  liberal  in  providing  schools 
not  only  for  themselves  but  for  others 
as  well.  We  Americans  who  live  in 
China  have  evidence  of  this  liberality 
all  about  us.  At  a very  conservative 
estimate  Americans  of  the  present 
generation  have  given  five  million  dollars  for 
the  education  of  the  Chinese.  This  great  sum  of 
money  has  been  an  actual  gift  offered  without 
hope  of  any  material  reward.  In  Shanghai, 
Soochow,  Canton,  Nanking  and  a dozen  other 
places  there  are  large  colleges  and  in  hundreds 
of  towns  and  villages  are  to  be  found 
smaller  American  schools  built  for 
the  Chinese  and  all  maintained  by 
the  steady  flow  of  pennies,  dimes  and  dollars 
coming  from  America.  These  American  schools 
have  had  a far-reaching  affect  on  the  life  of  Asia 
and  a great  part  of  the  recent  progress  of  the 
Chinese  can  be  directly  credited  to  them.  The 
time  has  now  come  to  build  one  more  school 
in  China — this  time  an  American  school  for 
American  children. 


America  in  the 
educational  field 


We  are  asking  Americans  to  be  as  generous 
with  their  own  as  they  have  been  with  aliens  and 
to  provide  a school  for  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  Americans  who  are  growing  up 
thousands  of  miles  from  their  home-  American 
land,  separated  from  the  associations 
that  should  be  the  birthright  of  every  American. 
Remarkable  as  it  may  seem,  Americans  in 
providing  for  education  in  Asia  have  overlooked 
their  own  children.  There  are  American  schools 
for  the  Japanese,  Koreans,  Filipinos  and  Siamese. 
We  need  an  American  school  for  Americans. 
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This  need  for  an  American  first  rank  school 
in  China  is  great  and  is  growing  rapidly,  for  each 
year  there  are  more  American  children  who 
demand  it.  In  1885  there  were  only  741  Americans 
in  China.  Fifteen  years  later  at  the  time  of  the 
Boxer  trouble,  there  were  more  than  2,000  and 
today  the  number  is  about  6,000.  Formerly  the 
American  missionaries  made  up  the  bulk  of  this 
American  population  but  of  recent  years  more 
and  more  Americans  are  coming  out 
The  growing  to  engage  in  business  and  now  the 
Population  two  communities,  business  and  mis- 
sionary, are  probably  about  equal  in 
number.  Both  communities  are  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  number  and  influence.  Most  of  these 
Americans  have  been  educated  in  colleges  or 
universities  and  most  of  them  are  married. 
They  occupy  positions  of  responsibility  and 
constitute  a class  which  is  particularly  anxious 
to  give  its  children  the  benefits  of  the  best 
education  obtainable. 

Some  have  sought  to  solve  the  problem  by 
home  instruction  but  this  plan  has  failed  here 
as  elsewhere.  No  matter  how  good  the  home 
instruction  may  be  the  children  miss 
tJnSMethods°ry  the  discipline  and  competition 

of  the  school  room.  Many  parents 
have  sent  their  children  back  to  America  in  the 
care  of  friends  or  relatives  but  this  arrangement 
has  meant  long  separation,  for  the  journey  from 
America  to  China  takes  such  a long  time  and  is 
so  expensive  that  the  children  cannot  return  with 
each  vacation.  Sometimes  the  mother  returns 
to  America  with  her  children  and  this  means  a 
still  more  serious  breaking  up  of  the  family. 
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None  of  these  attempts  at  solution  has  worked 
out  satisfactorily  so  far  as  the  children  themselves 
are  concerned.  The  children  who  are  given  home 
education  in  China  grow  up  without  that  know- 
ledge of  American  ideals  and  traditions  which 
should  be  the  possession  of  every  American  citizen. 
Those  who  are  sent  back  to  America  for  their 
school  life  lose  those  home  influences 
which  are  as  important  as  school  prt“Ju"t;l(,fls 
discipline  in  forming  the  character  of 
the  child.  Many  Americans  finding  their  children 
arriving  at  school  age,  have,  at  great  sacrifice  to 
themselves  and  injury  to  American  interests, 
given  up  their  homes  in  China  and  returned  to 
America  to  live.  It  is  not  fair  that  Americans 
who  come  to  China,  either  as  missionaries  or  as 
business  men,  should  make  such  a large  sacrifice. 

This  is  a matter  which  should  be  of  vital 
practical  interest  to  every  American  concern 
either  with  a branch  office  in  China  or  doing 
business  in  China.  In  order  to  take  care  of 
American  business  here  an  increasing  number  of 
Americans  must  be  sent  out  to  Shanghai  and  to 
other  Chinese  ports.  Most  of  these  young  men 
either  come  out  married  or  are  married  shortly 
after  they  reach  China.  Their  children  reach 
school  age  just  about  the  time  the  American, 
by  reason  of  his  long  residence  in  China,  is 
arriving  at  his  maximum  efficiency.  The  inevit- 
able result  is  that  the  American  returns  home  to 
educate  his  children  or  by  reason  of  his  family 
being  separated  and  broken  up,  his 
efficiency  is  impared  and  the  concern  Di^ct  effect  ot 
which  he  represents  suffers  as  a con- 
sequence. It  is  noteworthy  in  Shanghai  that  the 
American  population  is  constantly  changing, — 


3 


new  people  coming  out  and  old  ones  going 
home.  A large  proportion  of  these  changes  are 
caused  by  the  lack  of  school  facilities.  This 
is  not  a condition  which  exists  among  other 
nationals.  The  British,  Japanese,  French,  and 
other  communities  are  comparatively  permanent. 
The  injustice  to  the  missionary  community  is 
particularly  noticeable  for  the  missionaries  by 
voluntarily  exiling  themselves,  deprive  their  own 
children  of  the  education  which  their  presence  in 
China  enables  them  to  offer  to  the  Chinese. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  great  expense 
of  sending  American  children  home  to  be 
educated  adds  to  the  cost  of  living  for  the 
American  in  China  and  must  eventually  add  to 
the  overhead  of  American  firms  doing  business 
in  China.  English  and  Continental  families  are 
able  to  live  in  China  on  much  smaller  incomes 
than  Americans  because  they  do  not  have  to  meet 
this  extraordinary  and  heavy  expense.  American 
children  born  in  China  should  be  educated  in 
China  in  order  to  be  thoroughly  equipped  for 
success  here  in  business  or  professional  life.  Just 
as  a matter  of  dollars  and  cents  and  quite  aside 
from  any  question  of  sentiment  or  patriotism, 
it  is  worth  while  for  American  business  interests 
to  invest  the  small  amount  of  money  needed  now 
to  ensure  an  American  school  for 
Wh°BPm? the  China.  The  present  plan  will  provide 
amply  for  the  educational  needs  of 
American  children  in  China  through  the  High 
School  grades  and  the  standard  will  be  such  that 
the  school  will  be  accredited  to  the  leading 
universities  in  America.  Facilities  will  be 
provided  for  both  day  and  boarding  pupils:  the 
latter  will  come  from  all  parts  of  China. 
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Other  nationalities  in  China  have  met  and 
solved  this  problem.  In  the  French  Municipality 
of  Shanghai  there  is  a large  and  well  kept  French 
school  built  at  a cost  of  $100,000  with  room  to 
accommodate  about  250  pupils.  This  was  built 
and  is  maintained  by  the  French  Municipality. 
The  instruction  of  course  is  in  the  French 
language  and  it  offers  to  French  children  about 
the  same  educational  facilities  they  would 
receive  at  home.  The  French  have  recently 
secured  a fine  location  for  a large  boarding  school 
for  French  children  from  all  parts  of  China. 
The  Germans  have  also  built  a handsome 
school  and  the  latest  addition  to  the  national 
schools  of  Shanghai  is  the  Japanese  what  other 
school  built  at  a cost  of  about  Nationalities 
G$200,000  and  adequate  to  accom-  have  done 
modate  1,400  pupils.  Money  for  the  construction 
of  this  school  was  contributed  by  Japanese  liv- 
ing in  Japan.  The  International  Settlement  of 
Shanghai  maintains  a number  of  schools  where 
instruction  is  given  in  the  English  language  and 
these  schools  are  largely  attended  by  children  of 
British  parentage  but  the  schools  are  not  suitable 
for  Americans  as  the  course  of  instruction  is 
modeled  along  English  lines  and  does  not  prepare 
for  entrance  to  the  colleges  and  universities  of 
America.  Scandinavians  in  Honan  Province  have 
built  and  equipped  a large  school  at  Kikungshan. 
Americans  living  in  China  stand  alone  in  their 
lack  of  school  facilities. 

It  was  the  missionaries  themselves  who 
undertook  a solution  of  this  problem  by  the 
establishment  of  a small  American  school  in 
Shanghai.  This  school  was  started  in  1912  in 
rented  quarters  with  an  attendance  of  about  50 
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pupils.  The  school  course  was  modeled  along 
American  lines  and  inadequate  as  the  facilities 
were,  it  has  grown  until  now  the  attendance  is 
about  160,  a fraction  of  the  number  of  American 
Children  in  China.  It  is  housed  in  rented 
quarters  which  are  very  poorly  adapted  to  school 
use  and  is  located  in  a very  undesirable  section  of 
Shanghai.  However,  the  existence  of  this  school 
has  served  to  emphasize  the  need  for  larger  and 
The  existing  permanent  quarters  and  has  proven 
school  that  an  American  school,  properly 
equipped  will  be  successful  and  self-supporting. 
This  school  will  be  taken  over,  enlarged  and 
properly  housed.  Graduates  will  go  from  it  direct 
to  American  universities  to  complete  their  school 
training.  A satisfactory  plan  of  management 
has  been  worked  out  providing  for  joint  repre- 
sentation of  the  business  and  missionary  interests 
on  the  board. 

A campaign  to  secure  funds  for  this  school 
was  started  some  time  ago  and  has  met  with 
encouraging  success.  The  various  Mission  Boards 
with  a view  to  doing  justice  to  the  children  of 
their  representatives  in  China,  are  appropriat- 
ing sums  of  money  which  will  meet  about  half 
the  cost  of  the  buildings  which  will  be  $300,000 
gold.  It  is  understood  that  other 
what  has  been  in|-erests  }iave  agreed  to  make  up 

the  other  half,  meeting  the  Mission 
Board  contributions  dollar  for  dollar.  What  is 
wanted  now  is  a fund  which  will  purchase  a 
suitable  tract  of  land.  An  area  adequate  for 
present  needs  and  future  expansion  must  be 
secured  now.  For  this  purpose  a mimium  of 
not  less  than  Tls.  250,000  is  needed  and  it  is 
felt  that  this  money  should  be  contributed 
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by  American  business  houses  having  offices  or 
branches  in  China  and  by  Americans  living  in 
China.  The  Committee  in  making  this  appeal 
feels  justified  in  asking  liberal  contributions 
from  Americans  residing  in  China  and  from  all 
concerns  which  are  represented  in  China  in  a 
business  way.  They  feel  that  American  interests 
demand  the  erection  of  a school  of  this  sort,  that 
a school  will  be  of  untold  benefit  to  American 
interests  in  China  and  will  be  of  a great  deal  of 
material  benefit  to  every  concern  doing  business 
in  China. 
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